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Die Fortpflanzung der Pythons Python regius und 
Liasis mackloti und der Kletternattern Elaphe 
climacophora und Elaphe quadrivirgata im Terra
rium; Nikolaj L. Orlov. Herpetofauna (Ludwigs
burg), 1982, Vol. 4 (19): 25-30. 
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The author wants to show the most important 
ways to raise snakes on the basis of two 
species of python and two species of Elaphe. 

The reproduction of Python regius. 
In May 1977 2 males (about 1.20 m) and one fe
male (about 1.50 m) were kept in 2 terraria 
( 100x60x50 cm)., the sexes being kept separately. 
The temperature was 27-J1°c., the relative humi
dity 80-90%, and the length of the day 14 hours. 
From May till August the snakes got a sunbath 
of 40-50 minutes about once in 5 days. From 
August to October they had one every day 
during 5 minutes artificial UV light from a 
distance of 80 cm. 
The snakes were inactive during the day and ac
tive during the night and thus were fed at 
night with mice, rats, voles, golden hamsters, 
and great tits, the vitamin preparation Trifit 
(A., D2., E) was added. 
In August the night temperature was lowered to 
22°c for 20 days. On August 20th one of the 
males was put with the female. Copulations 
started the same night. In September the 
second male was added, resulting in rutting 
fights between the males. During this period 



the males did not eat, the female however feed
ing intensively. She copulated alternately with 
both males. On October 10th she stopped feeding 
and became more and more aggressive. As a con
sequence she was isolated and UV irradiation was 
stopped. At the beginning of December her hind
portion was clearly swollen and in the next two 
weeks augmented salivation was present. Slough
ing took place at the end of December and on 
Januarry 7th she produced 8 eggs (55-60 x 75-80 mm). 
They were laid on a spot in the terrarium with 
a day temperature of 30°c. She sat on the eggs 
and uncoiled only the front part of her body to 
drink. The terrarium was prepared for the breed
ing in the following way: the bottom was cover-
ed with a laµer (2 cm) of boilt peat, on top of 
this was a layer (15 cm) of sphagnum. Day tem
perature was 29-32°c, at night it was 28-29°c. 
The relative humidity of the air was never 
under 90% and usuaUy 100%. Moisture was ob
tained by a water atomizer, occasionally a 
little iodine or Tripaflavin was added. The 
body temperature of the female was at daytime 
31-32°C, while that of the male under identical 
circumstances was 27-29°c. 
On the 53rd day after the laying the body tem
perature of the female dropped one degree. On 
the 67th day she became restless and curled 
herself onZy around the lower part of the egg 
pyramid. On the 68th day (15 March 1978 at 
13.00 hrs) the first young snake opened the 
eggshell, on 18 March 1978 the other young 
appeared and left their eggs. The female was 
taken out of the terrarium and started feeding 
immediately. The young had a mean weight of 
46 g and a mean length of 42.5 cm. 
Ten days after hatching they sloughed and starv
ed feeding independently. 

The reproduction of Liasis mackloti. 
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In June 1980 two males 190 and 200 cm and one 
female (140 cm) of this species were prepared 
in the same way as Python regius. On September 
1st they were put together, whereupon the fe
male copulated with one of the males the first 
night. There was no rivality between the males. 
The males had not eaten since the beginning of 
August, the female stopped eating in mid
October. The female was placed in a well pre
pared terrarium, however, she became very rest
less, moving to and fro, burrowing in the sub
strate and seeking a way out. On Octobe1• 17th 
she was put back with the males, whereupon 
again copulation took place intensively. Again, 
the female was isolated. On January 3rd in the 
morning she produced 17 eggs (55-60 x 45-60 mm). 
Day temperature in the terrarium was 32-33°c at 
the hottest spot, 26-27° Cat the coolest. At 
night the temperature was 26-3o 0c. Relative 
humidity was 100%. 
For the first ten days the female left her 
eggs regula1°ly for 10-30 minutes, to restart 
breeding for 2-3 hours. The body temperature of 
the female was 30~-310c, the surface tempera
ture of the eggs was 29-30~0c, which decreased 
to 27°c when the female left them. Because of 
the restlessness of the female the author de
cided to incubate the eggs artificially, where
upon the female was taken away and the eggs 
covered with sphagnum. This was again covered 
with a polystyrene covering, resulting in a 
surface temperature of the eggs of 28- 30~0c . 
Every 10 days they we1•e irradiated with UV
light and a iodine solution of low concentra
tion was sprayed in the terrarium. Due to a 
mistake the temperature once dr•oppec: for 10 
hours to 23°c. 
Between 11 and 19 March 11 young hatched out of 
10 eggs (one monozygotic twin). The length of 
the young was between 46.8 and 50.7 cm, the 
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weight between 26 and 32.5 g. 
3 To 9 days after they hatched they started 
eating independently. 

Reproduction of Elaphe quadrivirgata and Elaphe 
climacophora. 
In November 1978 one pair of Elaphe quadrivir
gata (male 135 cm, female 125 cm) and 2 pairs 
of Elaphe climacophora (males 140 and 160 cm, 
females 120 and 130 cm) were prepared for re
production. Elaphe climacophora was fed with 
rats and mice, Elaphe quadrivirgata with frogs 
(Rana temporaria and Rana arvalis) and litter
mice. Until December the day temperature was 
28-3o 0c and the night temperature 24-25°c, 
there was light for 12 hours. The males and the 
females were ,kept in separate terraria (120x60 
cm each) with a large waterbasin. From December 
5th to December 25th the length of the day was 
reduced to 6 hours and the temperature decreased 
to 18°c. Till December 30th the temperature was 
further reduced to 12-13°c and on January 1st 
the snakes were placed in a hibernation cage. 
This was a d.a.rk space with a temperature of 
?-a 0c and a relative humidity of 80-86%. They 
stayed there until Febl~uary 1st, after which 
the daylength was slowly increased to 15 hours 
and the temperature to 29-3o 0c. 
Elaphe climacophora started to eat mice imme
diately, Elaphe quadrivirgata frogs. From March 
3rd UV-irradiation was given every 2 days and 
both sexes were put together. The males of both 
species had already stopped eating, however 
only the males of Elaphe climacophora showed 
sexual activity. This species was seen to 
copulate on March 5th, 6th and 7th, both males 
with only one of the females. Only on March 
20th the Elaphe quadrivirgata started copula
ting. On March 15th 1981 the female of Elaphe 
climacophora produced 4 eggs (62x25-65x2? mm), 
and on June 2nd 1981 the Elaphe quadrivirgata 
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female pPoduced 8 eggs (45x23-47x26 mm). The 
eggs wePe incubated in sphagnum at a tempePa
tUPe of 29-3o 0c (day) and 27°c (night), and a 
Pelative humidity of 95-100%. 
The 4 Elaphe climacophoPa eggs hatched on 21 
and 22 June 1981 (the young had a length of 
26.5-29 cm), those of Elaphe quadPiviPgata 
hatched on July 3Pd (the young had a length 
of 22-24,5 cm). The Elaphe climacophoPa young 
had to be foPcG-fed with ZittePmice dUPing the 
fiPst 2 months. The Elaphe quadPiviPgata ate 
young Rana tempoPaPia independently afteP 
theiP fiPst sloughing. DUPing the fiPst 8 days 
afteP laying the female of Efophe quadP·iviPqata 
showed bPooding cape, as is as weU PepoPted o_f 
of Elaphe obsoleta. 

Attractive intergrading of American Elaphe; Geoff 
Chapman. The Herptile (1982), Vol. 7 (2): 33. 

The authoP pPaises the attPactiveness of hy
bPidised Elaphe obsoleta spiloides and Elaphe 
obsoleta PossaZZeni. The authoP obtained six 
hybPids. One of them is Zike Elaphe obsoleta 
spiloides, the otheP five have daPk bPown 
spots on theiP back and sides. Th.Jo of t hem have 
on the back an OPange backgPound fading into 
beige at theiP sides. The otheP thPee have 
yellow gPound cofouP on theiP back changing to 
beige with ZightgPey spots on theiP sides. The 
yeUow cofoUP Puns ~zn two individuals to the 
snout and the undePside of theiP chin. All have 
a beige undePside. The authoP himse lf mentions 
the Pesistance some people feel against such 
hybPidisations, but, howeveP, he pPaises this 
one. 

Assisted feeding of young snakes; Geoff Chapman. 
The Herptile (1982), Vol. 7 (2): 31. 
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Eating less than necessary to grow properly, 
occurs regularly in young snakes. They feed 
often, but just one littermouse instead of 3 or 
4, as they easily could take. The author found 
this solution. 
One needs small tongs or tweezers. When the 
snake is hungry, it is offered a littermouse. 
As soon as the first one is nearly completely 
swallowed, the head of a second one is pressed 
with the tweezers against the hindparts of the 
first. By using tweezers the snake is less 
frightened than by hand. At first the snake 
will try to avert the head of the second mouse, 
but with patience and quiet movements, it will 
be accepted. One should use just enough force 
so the second littermouse is held tightly in 
the mouth, before withdrawing the tweezers. 
This method can be applied on adult snakes. 
However be careful not to overfeed. 
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